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Thare were pitstops at Fiaza Mayor and Cases de Campa, ance a royal hunting
graund, noww beloved of joggen, oyalists and dog-walkens

A furious finale to fab Madrid:
Exploring the Spanish capital's ancient
corners and fiery flamenco

+ The Daily Mail's Caroline Hendris sxplored the cultural delights of Madrid
+ Sha stayed at the newly-opened and centrally-located Only You Hotel Atocha
* Winits includwed the Reina Sofis museum snd Cosral de la Moreria llamenco club

By hea Time we arrived back oy my hotel, | had my bearings and was ready 1o stniks
aul on iy oW,

4 fred-minuta walk from the daors af tha mrew Daly You Hatsl Atsaha Braught me 16
1he Reing Sofia national & museum, whens 5 glass b ook me up 1o see Posssos
vast anti-war painting, Guernica, strikingly set in its own gallary after nearly 435 years
touring the world, and so fragile now, never 1o be moved sgain.
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with his curly waned moustschs, ha lockad like an Edwardian willain, but Steven
coukd not have bean a move courtesds chagfaur
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By return route 1o the hotal, which could not have been mare centrally placed for
sightsesing, was through Atocha railwey station, with an sfagant wrought-iron, roof
(Gisstava Eiffal had a hand in the design) big anough 1o oontain a opical rainforest
thick with palms and banches for resting travellers

The induatriat-look lobby of the hotel tumed out to offer the perfect opgortunity 1o
mangle with Madiilenos, with office workeis shasing dishes brom the lusion-menu in
In hig tiny, vintage Seat 800 we bawlad slong svenues. tootled round monumeants Tratarnundes (4 collsborstion wih tready Spoonik restaan in Barcelons) st

#nd nipped thrgugh narmow allers on & whistlestop tour bunchiime on one side.and Mams Frambone bakery on the other serving cakes and

coffes ol day long

Far this birst-timer in Madrid, 8 was the perfect introduction to the oity as he ponted
out the Prado museum, Retiro Park, the Aloala Gate, Cibales fountains, Cervantes’s
howsa in Barro de Las Letras, the old literary quarer, tha hefty Royal Palace and
Cathedral

Commuters. meanwhile, sat on the cantral sofas. drinking Amarican gin bafore
oatching thair trains: and 2 Mew Yook barber wseided his olippars in 2 cubicle in the
window.

nm.mmmmmmpm-fmm.
arvd s 3 remarkabile imerior

including the Cibsles lountain st Plata de Cilsles [pictured

And come evening. Madrid's night-life came to us. The hotel's covered courtyard is
tha place for Thursday night jazz, with cooktsils and tapas includad in the prica.

Upstairs, my alry. lofi-kook, commar unior suite, with thres balconies, was quiet and
oamioriable, with a giant walk-in shower and rebea-stripe bathrobe.

Braskfast on the seventh Roor came with views of the city waking up (late) from the
terrace.

Exploring the little shops and bars of obd Barrio da Las Latras with my poor Spanish
wiould havs been very hit and imss withoul s guiding angesl

Jo Wiwvell g Yorkshire woman who has
Irved in Madrid for 17 yesrs, gives
Inséder’s Madrid walking tours. With o
tmading the way, beaming barmen chefs
shopkespeis and craltapeopls
wedoomed us in

) ould see the sweat and
taars a5 thay bared their
souls and starmped their

feat "

I gaw Ernast Hemingway s favourita tabls in Barin, which hag baan parving susckling
pige from & wood-fired awven for nearly 300 years, and tried on 8 oape in Sesena
cape-maker to kings, opera-smgers and Michas! Jackson

And in bose Ramiez, gunar-makers for five generations | mat & man who knew the
man who made the olassical guitar George Harrison played And | Love Her on in the
104 Beatles film & Hard Day's Might. A similar ona will cost you £7 S00.

That evening | 53t 5o ciose to the performen in Corral de la Morena flamenoo club
that | could sea the sweat and tears as thay bared their souls. and stampad thair feat

it was & fiery and sometimes funious finale 1o & fabulous first taste of Madnd



